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CHAMPIONSHIP #1: , BALANCE® BY MIB CUSTOM
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Kuwait 32-Inch behemoth and numerous other high-class competitors in the ,,Championship“ class. Hard competition for the ,,Men in Black” of Munich!

European Bike Week the 20th Anniversary —and
it was a fitting Anniversary! Following a week of
at least some sunny weather, riding and party
time, the Custom Chrome Europe Ride-In Show
retained its strong position with participants of
absolute outstanding quality, including custo-
mizers from all over Europe and even artists
with motorcycle passion! Judging was — as al-
ways — extremely difficult and tight, performed
by some of the best custombike journalists and
bloggers from Europe.

As the events and options for riders were plenty — and the
weather forecast for the weekend not too sunny, a lot of
custombike riders already hit the road on Saturday, cutting
down the participation in all bike shows. Nevertheless, es-
pecially in the four core” classes of the Faaker See Cham-
pionship®, the fight for the € 1000,-- cheques was a tough
one.

Again, the four top categories Championship, Modified HD,
Jammer Old School and RevTech-Performance saw tight
competition between some of the best customizers of Eu-
rope, this time especially from ltaly, Austria and Germany.

Balance” by Munich/Germany based Men in Black” Custo-
ms stepped ahead at the CCE Show and took the top award
in the Championship class, € 1000,-- in CCE parts and a
trip to Motor Bike Expo Verona 2018! The still amazing Kar-
patenhund” (translates into Dog of Carpathia“) by Austria‘s
top sheet metal artist Blech & Driber* was introduced at
Custombike 2016, won big in Verona 2017 and now got 2nd
in the Champs” class. The Slayer®, a 2 x 32 Inch whee-
led Monsterbike by Nedz Design/Nedal A. Amin of Kuwait
placed in 3rd, narrowly beating Asso Special Bikes Atomic
Snail“.
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Volker Gegenfurthner of Deluxe Garage in Bernried/Germany with his ultra-painted Chicano style ,, The Rise of the Mexican” scored a solid second place. From Swiss
Moto to Faak, the bike has won numerous prices, thanks to the ,,bling job“ that includes lots of chrome and a multi layer paint job that make you use your sunglasses.
The ,,Chicano“ theme has been trendy inthe last years, but this bike takes it one level up! RIGHT: ,,Race Chopper“ by Vida Loca Choppers/Switzerland is one tought
cookie to handle, thanks to the upgraded Twin Cam motor with Panhead covers. Dual front disc is not just style, but necessary to tame this beast!

The ltalians took it with ease, since their McLaren“ style
turbo-powered V-Rod just won them the € 1000,-- cheque
in the ,Modified Harley” class, beating German craftsman
Volker Gegenfurthner of Deluxe Garage in Bernried/Germa-
ny with his ultra-painted Chicano style The Rise of the Me-
xican” and one outrageously fast Race Chopper” by Vida
Loca Choppers/Switzerland.

With weather conditions delaying the newly introduced Dirt
Track ,Hooligan Race” of authorized Harley-Dealers to Sa-

turday, few ,officials“ showed up with their new bikes, with
one major exception: Harley-Davidson Wuerzburg Village
(www.hdwv.de) owner Christoph Chicken“ Repp introdu-
ced the world's first 2018 model year ,Fat Boy“ conversi-
on, built in 4 days of day and nightshift work to premiere in
Faak! This also got him onto the podium during the trophy
ceremony, since he was another pick“ by Motor Bike Expo
Verona.

The Jammer Old School” class saw the usual big line-up of

great Old School” conversions with Slovenia‘s Marko Gsel-
man scoring 1st with his super-detailed Wrench®, handcraf-
ted by his shop MG Customs. Look at the hand shift and
the name is pretty much self-explaining. The 1948 Open
Panhead” by Josef Kugelmann/Germany attended again
and is still a winner. The open valve train is an outstanding
piece of mechanical work. Probably a little bit underrated by
the judges, the Café Koter” Triumph Cafe Racer featured
not just extraordinary details on a great Triumph conversion,
builder Mike Etienne, visiting from Jersey, Channel Islands



